BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma – Performing Arts Practice (Dance)
Offered at Ignite Academy of Performing Arts (IAPA), Corby, Northamptonshire
Course Overview
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Performing Arts Practice (Dance) is a two-year, full-time vocational programme for young performers looking to advance their dance training and develop the technical, creative, and professional skills needed for a career in the performing arts.
Delivered in an inclusive and supportive environment, the course combines practical dance training with performance opportunities, creative projects, choreography, and industry-relevant learning. Students gain real-world experience, build confidence, and develop a strong foundation for progression into higher education, conservatoires, or professional dance careers.
This qualification is equivalent to three A-Levels, providing UCAS points for university progression or a direct pathway into professional employment.

What You Will Study
Students cover a mix of core and specialist units, including:
· Technical Dance Training (Jazz, Contemporary, Ballet, Commercial, Musical Theatre)
· Creative Choreography & Devising
· Dance for Camera & Digital Performance
· Rehearsal Processes & Performance Skills
· The Performing Arts Industry & Professional Practice
· Collaborative Performance Projects
· Fitness, Conditioning & Safe Dance Practice
· Portfolio Development & Progression Planning
All training is delivered by experienced industry professionals in a supportive environment designed to help every learner succeed.

Entry Requirements
Applicants should:
· Have a minimum of 4 GCSEs at grade 4/C or above, ideally including English & Maths
· Demonstrate interest and commitment to dance and the performing arts
· Successfully complete an audition 
· Attend an interview to discuss suitability, career goals, and support needs
No formal dance qualifications are required — potential, commitment, and attitude are equally valued. IAPA supports applicants with additional learning needs or disabilities through reasonable adjustments.

How You Will Be Assessed
Assessment is 100% coursework, with no formal exams, and includes:
· Practical performances and technique observation
· Choreography projects
· Written and digital portfolios
· Research tasks
· Group and collaborative projects
· Reflection and evaluation logs
All assessments are industry-relevant, helping students build a professional portfolio.

Progression Opportunities
This qualification prepares students for progression into:
· Universities: Undergraduate courses in dance, musical theatre, and related disciplines
· Conservatoires: Specialist training for professional performance careers
Students will also leave with a strong professional portfolio, ready for auditions and creative career pathways.
Why Choose IAPA?
· Based in Corby, Northamptonshire, within a strong local creative community
· Inclusive and supportive training environment
· Highly qualified teachers and industry professionals
· Modern facilities 
· Real performance opportunities
· Focus on confidence, creativity, and individual growth
· Clear pathways into Higher Education and the Dance Industry
Apply Now
Applications for September 2026 entry are now open.

